The House Viewing

by
Paul Welton

01442 265149
paul . wel t on@i deof oundry. net



| NT. DOWNSTAI RS OF HOUSE - DAY
FADE | N:

DEREK SM THERS, an estate agent, is expecting NI GEL, a
potential buyer, for a house view ng. He busies hinself
straightening furniture, soft furnishings and table
settings, and renoving and di scarding dead flowers, in
particular froma silver vase on the upstairs |anding.

The doorbell rings. Derek answers the door to N gel.

DEREK
Cone on in. You will find this
property a real treat.

NI GEL
Thank you.

Ni gel rempves his shoes.

DEREK
Let's start with the reception
r oons.

Derek |l eads the way into the lounge. N GEL follows, his
eyes darting purposefully around.

DEREK
Stunning isn't it.

NI GEL
| ndeed.

DEREK

These mapl e pine doors |ead through
to the dining room

Ni gel sees a watch on a shelf.

NI GEL
Those wi ndow frames don't seemto
have been updated |i ke the rest of
t he house. |Is there a reason?

Wil e Derek | ooks at the wi ndow franes, N gel slips the
wat ch into his pocket.

DEREK
| see what you nean. |'Il check
with the owner and get back to you
But | wouldn't worry. He has spared
no expense on the refurbishnment.

NI GEL
You certainly get a terrific view

DEREK
Cone and see it fromupstairs.

Derek | eads the way upstairs.



DEREK
This is the only house that gives
you an unobstructed vi ew down the
val | ey.

NI GEL
| s that an actual bal cony or just
one of those Juliet bal conies?

Derek crosses to the window and tries various keys to open
t he bal cony doors. Wile he does so Nigel slips a phone
into a side pocket of his jacket.

DEREK
Oh plenty of roomto have breakfast
out here. 1'd showyou if I could

mast er these | ocks. The vendor is
mad keen on security.

NI GEL
Not to worry. | need to bring the
wife out to see this. I1'msold on
it but you know what wonen are

i ke.

Derek senses that the viewing is at an end and | eads the way
downst ai r s.

DEREK
Great idea. | know the vendor
woul d be delighted to neet her

Ni gel sees a silver vase on a table on the upstairs | anding.

NI GEL
Is the downstairs hall carpet the
sanme as on the stairs?

Wil e Derek | ooks at the two carpets, N gel slips the vase
into his trouser pocket. The vase is full of water, which
Ni gel had not considered. As he puts it into his pocket
upsi de down, it enpties out and soaks the crotch of his
trousers.

NI GEL
Ugh!

Derek turns around. N gel thinks quickly and chooses
enbarassnent over a jail term

NI GEL
Look, I'msorry about this. | seem
to have had a bit of an acci dent.

DEREK
Oh dear.

Drips are landing on the carpet.



NI GEL
Look I"ll just run out to the car.
|"ve got a spare pair of trousers
for emergenci es.

Ni gel hurries out, trying not to rattle the stolen itens.
EXT. ROAD QUTSI DE HOUSE - DAY
Ni gel has to wal k past two boys on their bikes.

FI RST BOY
Eugh! That man has wet his pants!

Ni gel hurries to his car, opens the door, takes off his
trousers and throws theminto the floor well. Very

di sconforted by being the center of attention, he slans the
car door and hurries to the boot. He reaches for the car
keys in his trouser pockets, but renmenbers that his trousers
are inside the car. He tries the car doors but they are

self locking. |In desperation he starts to make a run for
it. The boys start laughing at him He changes his m nd,
wal ks back to the house, and rings the bell. Derek answers.
NI GEL
M Smthers, I'msorry but |'ve
done a silly thing. 1've |ocked

nmysel f out of the car.

DEREK
You |l ook a bit stressed. Come in
and sit down for a nonent.

| NT. KITCHEN OF THE HOUSE - DAY
Nigel is sitting at the kitchen table.

NI GEL
Sorry about this. 1've made so
many m stakes today.

A PCLI CE SIREN can be heard as a police car draws up outside
t he house.

DEREK
Don't bl anme yourself, | have as
well. | cleared away the dead

fl owers before you arrived, and
never thought to enpty out the
water fromthat vase.

There is a | oud knock at the door.

DEREK
Wel | the police canme quickly, for
once.

FADE OUT
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